
F?pec SI 
SPECIAL ARTICLE C / R  

THE SOVIET ROLE IN THE K O R F M  WAFi 

. -  
HR70-14 

Portraying i t a e l f  as the champion of "peace," the Soviet Union ha8 
taken oonsidor~ble  pains t o  conceal o r  deny o f f i c i a l  involvernenf i n  the 
Korean war., Thie has been manifeeted in the  denials t h a t  Soviet troop8 
were i n  Manchuria, o r  t h a t  an I1Ipternational Volunteer Force" existed o r  
t h a t  the USSR has the power t o  intervene w i t h  "eovereign" North Korean 
and Chfnese governments. 
. It is y e l l  establiahed, however, $hat t he  Soviet Union exerts  the 
ultimate control over events i n  Korea. Truce t a l k s  were i n i t i a t e d  short ly  
after the l a l i k  propoaal, and the negotiations were resumed i n  October 
&er Ambaseador Kirk' 8 strong representations t o  Vyshinsky. [ 

I n  contrast  t o  Soviet protestations of peace, current intel l igence 
* shows very active Ruseian support, both i n  men and in materiel, of the 

Communiet w a r  e f f o r t  in Korea. 
par t ic ipat ion,  during elrnoet the en t i re  course o f  the w a r )  i n  oommand, ad- 
visory and technical roles,  and i n  a combat role, i n  recent months, t o  the  
extent of f lying Jet interceptors and manning ant ia i rc raf t  bat ter ies .  -. ~- The 

This eupport has taken the form of aotive 

Far Eaat Command, 
estimated i n  midJSeDtember t h a t  umards of 15.000 n ussiane were p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - '  
involved i n  the Korean War. 
non-military pursuits. BhiLe no exaat s t a t i s t i c s  are known on the  o c d e  
of Soviet logintic support, a e u b s t e n t i d  mount of Rusrpian materiel ha8 
been captured o r  destroyed, and the supply effort must be very la rge .  

Only-2,OOO of them were believed engqed i n  

The major role pleyed by Soviet personnel ha8 been advisory. Each 
North bream division i s  currently estimated I/ t o  have at  l e a s t  
ten Soviet off icer8 and f i v e  enlisted men, and Chinese Communist divisions 
may have, a comparable group. I n  addition t o  the estimated 2,000 Russians 
performing an aotual advisory oapacity with ground, air  and naval uni ts ,  

ised at  0 ne time or another by variours command funations h ve been e w c  
Soviet  individuals. - . -- 1 
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Korea, 1 -. __ 

Soviet l og i s t i c  support of Communist combatants i n  the  Korean war 
has been subs tan t ia l  and oontinuous . 
arms, the North Korean army l o s t  moat of this materiel and was completely 
re-equipped with greater emphasis on heavy weapons. 

1950 were equipped wlth a conglomeration of Chineee, Japanese, US and 
Soviet arms. By mid-sumrfier of 1951, the Far East Command reported t h a t  
t he  quantity o f  Soviet materiel i n  Chineee Communist hands had appreei- 
ably Increased. 
Soviet equipment captured from the Chinese Communists was as Pollowst 

Originally well-equipped with 9oviet  

The Chinese Communist forces tha t  entered Korea i n  October-November 

During a 3O-day period t h i s  f a l l  the peroentage of 
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Small arms -- 66 percent 
Light automatic weapons -- 69 percent 
Machine guns -- 54 percent 
Mortars -- 23 percent 
A r t i l l e r y  -- 14 percent 

Further evidenoe o f  t h i s  supply is men i n  the destruction o r  cap- 
ture by UN forcee during the 18 months o f  the w a r  o f  over 1,000 Sovlet- 
manufactured armored vehicles. 
forces i n  Korea now are estimated t o  have nearly 300 tanks, including 
the  heavy Joseph S t a l i n  tanks  and self-propelled guns not heretofore 
encountered. The Soviet Union has furnished, a t  a minimum, su f f i c i en t  
equipment f o r  35 in fan t ry  and 7 armored divisions. 

Communiat China now has an a i r  arm oapable o f  giving its ground forces 
strong support, although unable t o  back up log i s t i ca l ly  i t s  new-found 
strength. The Soviet Union has $rovided a l l  the estimated 1,450 a i r o r a f t  -- predominantly high performance j e t s  -- now available t o  the Chinese 
Communist and the North Korean Air Forces, I n  addition t o  replacing com- 
b a t  and t ra in ing  losses which probably exceed 450 a i r c ra f t .  

The UN Command claimed the destruction or capture o f  over 32,000 
vehicles during t h e  course of the w a r ,  and yet the Communiat force8 are 
able t o  maintain an estimated minimum of  10,000 trucks operating i n  Morth 
Korean rear  areas. United Nations naval forces have destroyed over 1,100 
Soviet-type mines during the comae of operatione t o  date. 

Despite these losses o f  armor, Communist 

I n  the  supply o f  a i r c ra f t ,  the  Soviet Union has been prodigal. 
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